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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, SOPN, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: ASSAD-SARKIS TALKS 

1 . WHILE WE HAVE HEARD EEW DETAILS OE THE ASSAD-SARKIS 
TALKS (MOST KEY MEETINGS WERE CLOSED DOOR SESSIONS BETWEEN 
THE TWO PRESIDENTS), THERE IS A BREATH OF RESTRAINED OPTIMISM 
IN THE AIR. OUR CONTACTS SEE CONDITIONS IN LEBANON MOVING, 
ALBEIT SLOWLY, IN SYRIA’S EAVOR TOWARD GREATER STABILITY. 

WE CAN'T PINPOINT MUCH EVIDENCE EOR THIS VAGUE OPTIMISM 
UNLESS IT SPRINGS FROM: (1) THE EXPECTATION OF ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL, (2) ARAFAT'S COOPERATION AND UNUSUAL RESOLUTION 
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(SEPTEL), AND (3) EXPLOITABLE DIVISIONS WITHIN THE LEBANESE 
FRONT. WHATEVER THE UNDERLYING CAUSE THE SYRIAN PRESS 
HAS CLEARLY BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PLAY UP THE ASSAD-SARKIS 
TALKS AS A PORTENT OF BETTER DAYS AHEAD. 

2. DOMINANT THEME IN ALL SYRIAN COVERAGE AND COMMENTARY 
OF ASSAD-SARKIS TALKS IN LATAKIA IS THE NEED TO SECURE 
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ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM SOUTH LEBANON AND AID PRESIDENT 
SARKIS IN EXTENDING HIS GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITY OVER ALL 
OE LEBANON WHILE SAEEGUARDING THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE. 
-)-BAATH OF JUNE 2 HEADLINES: "COMPLETE AGREEMENT IN TALKS 
OE PRESIDENTS ASSAD AND SARKIS. PRESIDENT ASSAD: 'WE 
HAVE AGREED ON THE NEED EOR THE LEBANESE ARMY TO ENTER THE 
SOUTH. WE ARE ENDEAVORING TO ESTABLISH THE JURISDICTION OF 
THE LEBANESE STATE AND TO SAEEGUARD THE PALESTINIAN REVO- 
LUTION.'" 

3. EDITORIALS ON JUNE 1-2 DEAL ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE 
SUMMIT TALKS. VIRTUALLY EVERY SUCH EDITORIAL SPEAKS OE THE 
NERD TO SECURE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL EROM SOUTH LEBANON. ASSAD, 
HIMSELE, SPEAKS OE THE NEED EOR THE LEBANESE ARMY TO MOVE 
SOUTH, AND IMPLICITLY HINTED THAT SYRIA MAY CONSIDER EX- 
PANDING THE AREA OF ITS FORCES OPERATIONS EURTHER SOUTH. 

HE NOTES IN HIS AIRPORT STATEMENT AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
TALKS THAT, "AT A PREVIOUS TIME WE HAD THE INTENTION OE 
ENTERING THE SOUTHERN REGIONS, BUT THE OPINION OP THE 
LEBANESE AUTHORITY THEN WAS (EOR US) TO STAY WHERE WE WERE... 

WE REMAIND ACCORDING TO THE DECISION OF THE LEBANESE 
AUTHORITY." A JUNE I TISHRIIN EDITORIAL BY JIBRAN KURIYYA 
SAYS THAT "SYRIAN WILL NOT HESITATE TO UNDERTAKE ANY ACTION 
OR MEASURE THAT PRESIDENT ELIAS SARKIS MAY SEE FIT FOR SE- 
CURING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AND CONSOLIDATING SECURITY THROUGH- 
OUT ALL OP LEBANON'S TERRITORIES." A JUNE 2 EDITORIAL BY 
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THE SAME AUTHOR STATES THAT, "SYRIA, FOR ITS PART, WILL 
EXTEND ALL NECESSARY ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON TO 
ENSURE EVERYTHING WHICH WOULD BRING ABOUT ISRAEL'S 
WITHDRAWAL. 

4. THAWRA ON JUNE 2 DISPLAYS EVEN MOVE BRAVADO ON THE 
SUBJECT. IN REPERRING TO SOUTH LEBANON IT ASSERTS THAT IN 
THE ABSENCE OF AN EFFECTIVE LEBANESE FORCE AND IN VIEW 
OP THE UN'S "INABILITY TO RESOLVE MATTERS IN PAVOR OP 

A UNIFIED LEBANON AND IN ORDER TO STRIP ISRAEL OP THE 
AGGRESSIVE AND HOSTILE PRETEXTS TO WHICH IT HAS CLUNG 
TO REMAIN IN THE AREA...," THE ADP IS CAPABLE OF 
HELPING PRESIDENT SARKIS RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF THE 
SOUTH. "ON THIS BASIS THE ZIONIST ENEMY WILL PIND ITSELF 
COMPELLED TO CARRY OUT THIS COMMITMENT (JUNE 13 WITHDRAWAL)." 

5. THE OTHER MAIN THEME OF EDITORIAL COMMENTARY IS THE 
COMPATIBILITY OF SYRIA'S COMMITMENT TO HELP RESTORE 
LEBANON'S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ENTIRE COUNTRY WITH ITS 
OBLIGATIONS TO THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE. TISHRIIN EDITORIAL 
OP JUNE 2 WARNS; "IF THERE ARE CERTAIN PARTIES TRYING 

TO CREATE THE ILLUSION THAT RECONCILIATION BETWEEN LEBANESE 
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SOVEREIGNTY AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE LEBANESE STATE AND 
THE PRESENCE, SURVIVAL, AND SAFETY OE THE PALE- 
STINIAN REVOLUTION IS IMPOSSIBLE, THESE ATTEMPTS SERVE 
NEITHER LEBANON'S INTEREST NOR THE INTEREST OF THE PALESTINE 
CAUSE; NOR DO THEY SERVE THE CONTENTION THAT THE SECURITY 
OF THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION NECESSARILY DEMANDS THAT 
LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY BE CIRCUMVENTED. THE AUTHORITY 
OF THE LEBANESE STATE THROUGHOUT LEBANON'S TERRIROTIES AND 
LEBANON'S SUCCESS IN CONSOLIDATING THE DEEENSE OF ITS 
FRONTIERS IS IN THE INTEREST OF ALL ARABS, INCLUDING THE 
PALESTINIANS. AND EOR THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTIION TO 
ADHERE TO AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED IS IN THE INTEREST OF 
THE ARAB STRUGGLE AGAINST ISRAELI EXPANSIONISM AND AGGRESSION." 
THE EDITORIAL CLAIMS THAT SYRIAN WITH ITS LINKS TO BOTH THE 
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LEBANESE AND PALESTINIANS WILL "BE AN ELEMENT FOR BRINGING 
THE TWO SIDES CLOSER TOGETHER." 

6. EINALLY, A NUMBER OF EDITORIALS SEEK TO EXPLAIN SYRIA'S 
INTENSE INVOLVEMENT IN LEBANON'S AEFAIRS. ISHRIIN ON JUNE 
1 STATES: "IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO REGARD WHAT SYRIA HAS 
OFEERED TO LEBANON AS A FAVOR, FOR JUST AS LEBANON NEEDS 
SYRIA..SYRIA NEEDS LEBANON'S SUPPORT, ASSISTANCE, AND UNDER- 
STANDING EOR THE GREAT NATIONALIST MISSION SHE IS UNDER- 
TAKING IN DEFENSE OF THE INTERESTS OE SYRIA AND THE ARAB 
NATION..." A THAWRA EDITORIAL DECLARES THAT, "LEBANON'S 
SECURITY IS PART AND PARCEL OE SYRIA'S SECURITY." 

PELLETREAU 
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